
Sophomore IR Listening & Speaking
Course Website:   HYPERLINK “http://www.omnifoo.info/
pages/IROralOnline.html”www.omnifoo.info/pages/IRO-
ralOnline.html 

Session 1 (9-2-2020) Course Introduction
*Your instructor:  Mr. Julian Lee
*Online learning:  Syllabus & In-class Expectations
class monitor
*Session topics & grades
oral exams = 1-on-1
No need to apologize.  No need to say “sorry”
Making mistakes = OK   Criticizing the USA = OK
Opium

*Why learn English?  Tests Vs. Communication
comfortable & confident
Asking Questions  → improve grammar, improve fluency
*Complete Sentences:  2 things are necessary
Noun & Verb.  Subject & Predicate.
*If you can’t answer my question, 3 Responses
Please repeat (more slowly, more clearly, more loudly).  

*Western Names – 3 parts
First name – Given name 
Middle name - 
Last name – Family name – Surname  

Full name:  
李小龙 =  His full name was Bruce Xiaolong Lee.
My full name is Julian Tyler Lee. 
Initials    My initials are JTL.
Maiden Names

Session 2 (9-4)  *What’s in the news?   
Anniversary 周年  Commemorate 
*Review from Session 1
*Name Signs
BIG LETTERS:  ENGLISH NAME, 中文名字 & Pinyin, 
hometown, a place I want to travel
*Who sits...?  On Sb.’s right/left.  Next to Sb.
In front of Sb.  Behind Sb.
Pinyin = Romanization of Chinese Characters  
Pinyin was preceded by Wade-Giles Romanization, re-
sulting in words like Tsinghua instead of Qinghua
KMT = Kuomintang     Yangtze = Changjiang
Line up alphabetically (from A to Z) by...

___ comes before ____.    ____ comes after ____.

*Titles:  Miss  Mrs.  Ms. = “politically correct” title for a 
woman (since the 1970s)  
Mr.  Dr.  Prof.  Pres.  Chairman  Sir  
stranger:  Excuse me, sir/madam/ma’am.
Feminism = rights of women & rights of men equal
Maiden Name

In the USA, kids can choose to take their father’s or mother’s 
surname.  Some kids choose both surnames  & are “hyphenated” 
(i.e. Lee-Wang)

*What do Western names mean?  Most Western names are not 
words, and if they originally had a meaning, most people don’t 
know it.
How do we know if a name is male or female? 
Ending in -a  often female, ending in -o often male
 Unisex names.
*Geographic Place Names (Cities, rivers, lakes, mountains etc.):  
China & USA 
named after Sth./Sb.  I am named after my great grandmother 
(Sb. Had the same name before you)
Named by Sb.  = sb. Chose your name for you
geopolitics  = int’l competition for or based upon land & territory 
The city of Zhongshan is named after Sun Yat-Sen.

*Session 3 (9-9):  *What’s in the news?  *Review

*Introducing yourself in English (handout)
Jingyue Campus of Northeast Normal University
Changchun is near the North Korean border.
Changchun is in Manchuria.  
The last dynasty in China was the Qing, founded by Manchus.
(not Manchukuo, Japanese puppet regime)
Inner Mongolia   Outer Mongolia

*Your major:  specialization, focus, concentration
I specialize in...   I focus on...
My concentration...
My field of study is IR.
Two “subfields” of IR (itself a subfield of Political Science in the 
USA) =  1. Security – military relations, war & peace  2. IPE (Int’l 
Political Economy) – int’l development, trade, fiscal & monetary 
policy
Diplomacy = Int’l Public Policy  
Int’l Political History = History
IR is theoretical.  The goal is to build theory.
Diplomacy is the practice (professional) of international politics.

*Introduce your “new friend” to the class.
“This is my new friend...”

Session 4:  Time
*What’s in the news?   *Review
CA forest fires...caused by dry, hot weather 40+ degrees with 
strong winds (over 100km/hr.).  Also WA & OR (the entire U.S. 
West Coast)
pm2.5  = air pollution  (microparticles)   HYPERLINK “http://www.
aqicn.org/”www.aqicn.org   in CA as high as 400ppm
Overall cause is climate change & global warming.
Trump & conservatives believe poor local forest management 
(don’t believe climate change/global warming is caused by hu-
mans).



Bob Woodward’s new book “Rage” & Trump’s downplaying of 
Covid-19 in early 2020
White privilege  Courtship & “flirting” w/ Kim
Steven Kushner (Trump’s son-in-law)
Distrust of U.S. Intelligence agencies

punctuality = being punctual = on time

What’s time?  =  What does the word “time” mean?
Time difference =  China is one hour ahead of Thailand.
Thailand is one hour behind China.
Time Zones 时区  24 1-hour divisions, The International Dateline 
(180 degrees longitude)
China has one official time zone, Beijing Time
The USA has 5 time zones.
Russia has 10 time zones. (Under USSR, 11)

The Date:  Today is Friday, Sept. 11th, 2020.
The 11th of Sept.

telling time
Our class begins at 8am.  
*The basics:  What are the following times in English?  12:00AM = 
midnight  11:59pm → 12:00am
12:00PM = noon  11:59am → 12:00pm
1:15  =  One fifteen.  Quarter after one.  Quarter past one 
(o’clock).
1:45 = Quarter to two.  One forty-five.
9:30 =  Half past nine.  Nine-thirty.

What time did you go to sleep last night?
What time did you get up this morning?
What time did you eat breakfast?

What time do you usually...?

How many...?  There are # ...

Decades 年代:  2000s  – the zeroes,  the aughts
2010s The teens  --- teenager 
2020s  Vs. 1920s  The 20s
The Great Depression in the USA =  the 30s
nuclear weapons = the 40s
PRC founded = the 40s  (1949）
The Chinese Civil War
founding a nation is a process  
Julian was born in the 80s
a generation = 一代 (20-30)  generation gap 
The Qing Dynasty began in the 17th century.   
The first airplane flew in the 20th century.   
The USA was founded in the 18th century.
A millennium is 1-2000 years.  People in the USA who were born 
in the 80s or the 90s are called “millennials”
USA Generations:  The Greatest Generation (born 1900-1920)
The Silent Generation
Baby Boomers

Gen X, Xennials
Millennials
Gen. Y
Gen. Z

Generations  in China...   Post-1980, Post-1990
The Old Revolutionaries

(finished “Periods of Time” on handout)

Session 5 (9-16):  Likes & Dislikes

*News  *Review

*Video on Generations in the USA

*Finish “Time & Punctuality” Handout...

*How often...?  & “What did s/he say?”
Claire calls her parents three times a week.
Talia calls her parents four times a week.
Talia calls her parents more often than Claire.

How often do you eat in the cafeteria?
Alan eats in the cafeteria three times a day, five or six 
days a week.  
Jonan eats in the cafeteria three times a day, seven days 
a week.
Jonan eats in the cafeteria one or two days more often 
than Alan.

How often do you eat out (in a restaurant)?
Bella eats out twice a week; Silvery eats out once a week.
Bella eats out twice as often as Silvery.

*How long does it take to...?  Line up by distance from 
Changchun.

*When will Sth./Sb. ____?  *When do you think Sth./Sb. 
will ____?

Within Sb.’s lifetime (before we die).

Will the two Koreas reunite within our lifetime?

When will the Chinese economy be larger than the U.S. 
economy?   PPP = Purchasing Power Parity
At PPP, China’s economy has been larger for several 
years.
At unadjusted GDP, the U.S. economy is still the biggest.



What will happen first in China?
Gay marriage will be legal.
Marijuana will be legal.
China has a female president.

*When was the last time Sth./Sb. ___?
*How long has it been since ____?

Session 6 (9-18):  L&D
Brazil’s Pres. Bolsonaro  (a right-wing populist known as 
“Brazil’s Trump”).  Why does the Amazon rainforest burn?    
Farmers want to “slash and burn” the rainforest to create 
farmland (mostly for beef and soy).  Previous presidents 
have tried to protect indigenous rights and had stronger envi-
ronmental enforcement against burning rainforest.

We need the rainforest for biodiversity, but even those who 
don’t care about that need the oxygen that the rainforest 
produces (by photosynthesis).  Carbon Dioxide (a green-
house gas) rises → global warming

Japan’s PM Suga policies toward Covid-19, has a back-
ground as a farmer.

*News   *Review

*Likes & Dislikes Handout

Translate for animals:  我喜欢狗。

I like dog.  (I like eating dog meat.)  Vs.  I like dogs.

３ｂａｓｉｃ　ｆｏｒｍｓ

我很喜欢看电视。I very like watching TV?  NO!!!
Chinglish = Chinese-style English.  It is not correct.
I like watching TV a lot. (很)
I really like to watch TV.  (非常喜欢）

Other Expressions & Adverbs

Ｑ:　Have you ever 过去分词？  
(Experiences 经历）I have never eaten mutton.
Button???  按钮  
Ａ:  Yes, I have.  No, I haven’t.
With a partner, find 1. Something you have both done before.  
2 & 3. Something one of you has done but the other hasn’t.  
4. Something neither of you has done.
Ｐｒｅｓｅｎｔ:　　Both of us have...
I have …, but s/he hasn’t …
Neither of us has...

Favorites...
I like all kinds of ___ , but I especially like ___.
Line up alphabetically by your favorite ___.

*A or B Questions:  Listen carefully for an “or” in the question.  
It’s easier to miss than a 还是.

With a partner, find 1. Something both of you like.  2. Two 
things one of you likes and the other doesn’t.  3. Something 
neither of you likes.

Session 16 (9-18): Travel & Geography

*News   *Review

With a partner, find 1. Something both of you like.  2&3. Two 
things one of you likes and the other doesn’t.  4. Something 
neither of you likes.
Present on likes & dislikes with a partner (1, 2-3, 4).
We both like...   2. I like..., but s/he...
3. S/he likes..., but I...  4. Neither of us likes...

*Travel handout
Spring Festival = Chinese New Year

TCM = Traditional Chinese Medicine
Is it effective?
Get well soon!  

Q:  What’s the difference between A & B?
holiday Vs. vacation   The RoK & The DPRK?
bicycle Vs. motorcycle  小笼包 Vs. 蒸饺
A:  A...  B...

Travel safely!  Have a good trip!

A vacation includes time off, but a holiday may not.

How much time off do students get for summer/winter vacation 
in China/the USA?

10-1 = Chinese National Day

Ask your neighbor what his/her travel plans are for National 
Week/Golden Week.  If going nowhere, this may be called a 
“staycation.”  
Present on what your neighbor plans to do.

Travel documents

*Basic Political Geography handout

PROBLEM FOR DISCUSSION:   Many countries rely on tourism 
as a major part of their economies, but Covid-19 has closed 
many countries’ borders indefinitely.  Weighing and balancing 
the importance of tourism to China’s economy with the need 
to prevent a “second wave” of Covid-19, when should China 
reopen its borders to foreigners, and why?  Should foreigners 
with jobs in China be treated differently (allowed in earlier) than 



tourists?

Next Session:  College in the USA, The World of Work and Jobs

Session 8 (9-25):  Finish Geography, Begin College in the USA, 
The World of Work and Jobs

*News:  Japan intends to join the UNSC.  UNSC reform requires 
approval of its current members (both permanent and rotating)
How is Japan’s international reputation?  *large, developed econ-
omy, produces high quality goods (cars, etc.)  *ongoing conflicts 
about WWII history (China & North/South Korea).  *Japan contrib-
utes financially to the UN at a very high rate.  *Besides China & 
Korea, other countries see Japan as peaceful and generous with 
aid.

UN’s five major tensions/challenges in the world outlined. 
 

 *Review

Levels of schooling.   Where did you go to ____ school?  Kinder-
garten in the USA is the lowest level of primary school:  K-4  = 
elementary
幼儿园 =  pre-school (ages 2-4)  Vs. daycare
班 In the USA we don’t stay with the same class.  Staying in the 
same class, you can get to know your classmates well.  Changing 
classmates means meeting more new people.

Session 9 (9-30):  Finish College in the USA, Begin The World of 
Work 

*News Turkey shot down an Armenian pilot.  Will the conflict 
with Azerbaijan escalate to a full-scale war?  War Vs. 
Skirmish (small armed conflict with some casualties/deaths but no 
declaration of interstate war)    Civil Vs. Interstate War

Restaurant workers in NYC protested against smaller opening 
percentages of its restaurants.

Biden nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize after Trump was also 
nominated.

Will the Electoral College, Congress, or the Supreme Court de-
cide who wins the U.S. presidential election?

Breonna Taylor in KY was killed by police entering her home un-
announced, but the officers who entered her home and killed her 
were not charged with crimes.

Trump nominated Amy Coney Barrett, a Christian conservative, 
to the US Supreme Court to replace the liberal Ruth Bader Gins-
berg.  This would make a 6-3 conservative majority in the SC.

Biden is debating Trump on TV for the first of three contests.

The New York Times published Donald Trump’s taxes for the past 

two decades, showing that he paid no taxes in 10 of 15 
years, only $750 when he did pay taxes.  They showed 
his businesses were losing lots of money, and Trump is 
deeply in debt.

Foreigners who work in China and have residence permits 
are allowed to return to China as of Sept. 28th.

*Review

*Border reopening survey results:  ASAP 0%; Before the 
end of 2020 15%; Not until 2021 15%; No timeline/Not until 
Covid-19 controlled 70%.

College Application & Admission Process  
Factors in China:  The College Entrance Exam
Factors in USA:  Standardized tests (SAT, ACT = not 
necessary), high school grades, recommendation letters, 
extra-curricular activities, ethnicity 

Why do colleges consider ethnicity?   Affirmative Action = 
try to help underprivileged minorities

The best colleges in the USA are in the Ivy League.
They are private colleges in a capitalist system with more 
private ownership (private colleges have more funds to 
spend).
The best universities in China are public (in a socialist 
country with more public ownership).
For-profit universities are more interested in making mon-
ey and don’t care if students go deep into debt or get a 
very good education that will lead to a job.

Discuss with a partner:  What are the advantages and dis-
advantages of the college admission processes in China 
& the USA?  Can/should Chinese colleges consider more 
than Gaokao scores or not?  Will reforms in Shanghai & 
Zhejiang spread all across the country?  How far should 
reforms of the Chinese college admission process go?  
Which criteria are more fair/unfair?

The school year: how many terms 学期?  2= semester
3= trimester   4= quarter
In the middle of the semester, we will have midterm ex-
ams.

Why go to college?   Is a better job one that makes more 
money or one that is more interesting?

Your major:  International Politics 
What are your job prospects after you graduate?

Homework for after 10-1:  two worksheets on jobs & 
work.  Introduce vocabulary on first worksheet. 

10-7:  Greetings, Geography Game?, Correct World of 
Work worksheets, Yes or No Questions?



*News   Coronavirus strikes U.S. gov’t.  Pres. Trump & 
his wife have it.  Trump has always downplayed the virus, 
denied the science, and he made fun of his opponent, Biden, 
for wearing masks.  Are we surprised that he caught the 
disease. Upon returning to the White House, Trump 
said, “Don’t let the virus dominate you.”  “I feel better than 
20 years ago.”
What happened to Boris Johnson in the UK after he went to 
the ICU for Covid-19?  His political capital increased.
After the first debate with Biden, did Trump’s polling numbers 
increase?
Does Trump have a plan/strategy?  
An incumbent president wants to portray the status quo as 
good and improving:  Is the virus getting worse?  Is the econ-
omy recovering (fast enough)?
Many Republicans in the USA now consider that “everyone 
will get Covid, so why should we try to stop it?”  The goal is 
“herd immunity.”  Sacrifice the elderly.
China’s Ministry of Industry aims to increase Chinese robot 
production.  Prestige = similar to face & pride
Demographics = population characteristics
Demographics is destiny.

 *Review

*American Greetings & Oral English handout
hanging out = 跟朋友们在一起
*Your National Week vacation:  Did everything go as 
planned?
Accomplish 实现
Regrets:  What do you wish you had done differently?
“Whaddaya wish you woulda done differently?”
I have no regrets.  I regret nothing.  
I wish I had done more work on Thurs. and Fri.
A regret is something we wish we had/hadn’t done.

*Geography Game?

*World of Work worksheets

10-9:  Yes or No Questions, Q&A Chains, Debates & Dialogs 
of Disagreement 

*News  10% of the world’s population may have been infect-
ed with Covid-19
USA,  2. India,  3. Brazil
Republicans in the USA are increasingly of the opinion that 
everyone will get Covid-19 eventually, so we should not take 
too many preventive measures.
Trump says his treatment will be available to regular Amer-
icans.  Trump’s treatment, if given to an average American 
would cost $100,000.
Just getting a Covid-19 test can still cost over $1000.  Medi-
cal bankruptcy is still as serious problem in the USA.
 *Review

*Yes or No Questions:  3 forms

*The Yes-to-No Spectrum

Homework for next session (Wed.):  With a partner (or in a 
group of 3), write a dialog 对话 of 10-15 lines about a (prefera-
bly political) topic you disagree about.  Use at least 10 words/
phrases from “The Yes-to-No Spectrum” handout and the De-
bates/Accountability handouts.  You will read the dialogs to the 
class on Wed.  Choose a topic in this session of class.  Write it 
on paper.  Make sure the disagreement is real.
“harmonious society”
“see eye to eye”  = agree   We don’t see eye to eye = we 
disagree 
“We must agree to disagree.”  = Nevermind I can’t convince 
you.  And you can’t convince me.

10-14:  Perform dialogs of disagreement.  Read handout on 
Security & IPE

*News:  Trump has tested negative for Covid and will resume 
mass campaign rallies in Florida and across the country.  Most 
attendees do not wear masks.  Cult of personality.  Many 
people are psychologically pre-disposed to want and worship a 
“strong leader”.

50 years of official relations between China and Canada.   The 
Huawei executive’s arrest and exchange of diplomatic “tit for 
tat” (reciprocity)  to respond in kind 
Are 5G networks provided by Chinese companies a security 
risk for Western and other countries?

Territorial waters dispute between China and Japan in the 
Diaoyu/Senkaku Islands continues

*Review

*Perform dialogs of disagreement.  Listen carefully, as other 
students will be asked questions about the dialogs.

Whales & whale hunting (whaling)

*Once more, with feeling!   “That’s incredible!”  “Amazing!”

China’s peaceful rise Vs. China’s peaceful development

*Handout on International Politics vocabulary:  Security & IPE

*Next session:  Comparisons, compare China & the USA in 
general

10-16:  Comparisons, compare China & the USA in general

*News:  Trump’s teenage son caught Covid, urges resump-
tion of classes as normal, resumes campaign rallies.  Trump’s 



official strategy is to pursue herd immunity for the country, but first 
many many more would die.

The Kyrgyz president resigned.  Part of a pattern of instability in 
former USSR (Soviet) republics.  Is this a sign that Putin’s influence 
is decreasing?

U.S. air force struck a target in Afghanistan, surprising after the 
peace talks with the Taliban.  Both Trump and Obama have promised 
to draw down forces and end the war in Afghanistan, which has been 
the longest war in U.S. history.  “The graveyard of empire”

   *Power poll:  Japan Vs. Russia
Potential power Vs. Use of power → comprehensive compari-
son considers all aspects

*Basic grammar structures

*Fact Vs. Opinion   Stereotypes = commonly 
held belief that generalizes about a group of people unfairly
Similar Vs. Different   Similarities Vs. Differences

*Compare China & the USA one at a time, in complete sentences   
Fill a Venn Diagram.

10-21:  Finish China & USA comparisons, Discuss with a partner

*News:  U.S. embargo against Iran continues (U.S. accuses it of 
sponsoring terrorism), not allowing it to import weapons.  Western 
countries are divided, and otherwise allies of the US are not follow-
ing its lead.

GRU = Russian military intelligence?  KGB under Soviets.  Is Russian 
cyberwarfare attempting to attack or influence the 2020 election?  
DoJ (Dept. of Justice led by Bill Barr) in USA charged six Russians 
in an cyberattack.  In 2016, the Russian attack on the DNC revealed 
that the DNC was working against the Sanders campaign, and Rus-
sia tried to convince Sanders supporters not to vote for Hillary.

Demonstrations in France in support of the middle school teacher 
who was beheaded for discussing Islam and other religions, including 
showing the cartoon of the prophet Mohammed.

Protests in Bangkok call for the resignation of PM Prayuth and re-
form of the monarchy.   

*Volunteers for more points of comparison?

*Continue comparison of China & the USA on examples relevant to 
int’l politics

*With a partner, discuss:  1. For international politics, what is the 
most important similarity and difference between China and the 
USA?  Why do you think it is most important?  Do you agree or dis-
agree that the relationship between China and the USA is the most 
important in the world in the 21st century?  Why?

*Next session:  Basics of U.S. foreign policy (using 
handout).  In the near future:  small conversation 
groups

10-23:  Basic concepts in U.S. Foreign Policy

*News   *Review (China-USA comparison con-
clusions)

*With a partner, discuss:  1. For international politics, 
what is the most important similarity and difference 
between China and the USA?  Why do you think it is 
most important?  Do you agree or disagree that the 
relationship between China and the USA is the most 
important in the world in the 21st century?  Why?

*Important concepts for comparison of U.S. Presiden-
tial Administrations...  
The opposite if foreign policy is _____.
Realism Vs. “The Liberal World Order”

Unilateralism, Bilateral relationships, Multilateralism/
Internationalism

Isolationism Vs. Internationalism

*Question for discussion:  How much can a new 
president (of the USA or any country) change foreign 
policy?  (i.e. redefining national interests, national 
strategy, ranking & responding to national security 
threats, military budget, alliances etc.)  Fundamentally, 
a lot, some, a little, or hardly at all?

*Foreign Policy “Doctrines” of the Previous three U.S. 
presidents...
George W. Bush - 
Barack Obama - 
Donald Trump - 

Next session:  Continue discussion of USFP in the 
context of electoral politics.
Next week Fri.:  Small Conversation Groups (8-
9:40am, 12:00-1:10pm...note your group and meeting 
time, tell me if you have any conflicts)

11-4:  2020 Presidential Candidates’ Policy Platforms

*News:  Terrorist attack in Vienna, Austria, near syna-
gogue, 7 killed

Lee Myeung-Bak sentenced to jail for 16 years, on 
the same day as previous president Roh Moo-Hyun’s 
suicide.

U.S. polls are open and closing to begin the count of 
the ballots.  The country is braced for riots.



   *Review

*Powerpoint presentation:  2020 Presidential Candidates Policy Pro-
posals.

*Speeches & statements for or against any candidate?  Which candi-
date(s) would change USFP the most?

*Homework:  voting systems 1. direct election  (no majority require-
ment...plurality OK) by DingTalk poll, 2. single round ranked choice  
(text me your ranking of the four candidates from 1-4, using the first 
letter of the party.  Your #4 choice will lose points= you really don’t 
want this candidate to win)

EXAMPLE OF 2.:  LRDG   or 1. G 2. D 3.L  4. R

*Next session:  Vocabulary Game

*Game:  20 Questions

11-11:  Midterm Review Game

*Still missing presidential candidate rankings from a few students.  
We’ll discuss your class results after everyone has sent their ranking.

*Written exam will be on Fri. (I hope) during regular class time.

*Oral exams will be on Tues., Wed., and Thurs. next week.

*Midterm Review Game:  Your team is your table (5 teams?).  Choose 
a “team captain” to represent your team.  The winning team gets a 
fabulous prize when I return to Changchun.
-Spelling 
-Give an Example
-Which U.S. President’s Foreign Policy “Doctrine?” (Monroe, Bush, 
Obama, Trump)
-Oral Exam Sections
-(If there’s time) Rhyme Battle
-Dictation

I hope Prof. Wang will tell us soon whether you will have the written 
exam on Fri.

*Example Oral Exam

11-25:  Midterm Debriefing, Begin Discussion of Music & Politics

*News:  G20 Meeting to be held in Dec.  Trump left during British PM 
Johnson’s speech.
African-American woman will be UN Ambassador
Biden is naming his cabinet members, with promises of diversity (more 
women & minorities).

August Complex fires in CA are mostly contained after burning for 
months, not quite the worst in history.  Various causes are to blame.

RCEP = Regional Comprehensive Economic Partner-
ship (trading pact) signed in mid-Nov.  It excludes the 
USA.

*Midterm Results:  Total Average (mean) = 78.9
Total High = 91  Total Low =  42
Oral Average =  54 (83%)
Oral High =  61  Oral Low = 36
Written Average =  25.1 (72%)
Written High =  32  Written Low= 6

*Option:  Read the whole written exam OR just an-
swer specific questions

*3 Handouts on Music

National anthems

*HOMEWORK (for Wed. Dec. 2nd):  Homework for 
Wed., Dec. 2nd: Each student will choose one song, 
preferably one s/he likes, and prepare a statement 
of 1-3 minutes about it. After reading the statement, 
classmates and the instructor may ask the presenter 
of the song questions. The songs chosen must either 
be 1. political OR 2. of the following less frequently 
heard styles: A Cappella; Jazz; Country; Blues; Soul; 
Goth; Industrial; Metal; Reggae; Experimental (not 
more than one example per class…see the handout 
for examples). The instructor would be happy to help 
you find a song based on a particular topic or in a 
particular style. The Excel spreadsheet file lists over 
250 examples of political songs for you to explore. 

Choosing a song by a Chinese artist is OK if it meets 
requirements 1. or 2.

After choosing your song, enter your name in the 
oral exam spreadsheet “Music Presentation Songs” 
with the name of the artist/band, the name of the 
song, its style and the year it was made (if known). 
Also enter a link so that we can find the song and 
listen to it. If it’s not accessible online in China, you 
can also send an mp3 file of it to the class on Ding-
Talk. I have entered an example with a link that only 
goes to a 30-second sample, but try to find a full 
version if you can. 

11-27:  Pronunciation

*News:  U.S. promises a return to global leadership, 
new Sec. of State named, hopes to be more predict-
able and cooperative with allies.

Scotland Parliament voted to provide a new service 
to women for free health services & menstrual prod-
ucts in public restrooms.



*Example of a song presentation:  “Guns Don’t Shoot” by Onuka 
(2018).  Enter your song in the spreadsheet by Sun. & be pre-
pared to talk about it on Wed.

*Letters in the alphabet:  Vowels & Consonants
Sing the ABCs

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ

“Now I sang my ABCs.  Next time won’t you sing with me?”
antidisestablishmentarianism  accent
*Phonics:  The letter ___ makes a ___ sound (or a ___ sound).    
Phonics let us “sound out” new words.
[Use the sound of the consonant plus a schwa Ə]
Combinations form syllables.
The letters ___ & ___ make a ___ sound (or a ___ sound)
br cr str  sh sl sq  
spl  spr  ch  scr
The dreaded “th” sounds Ɵ   ơ
Examples:  This is the thistle 蓟  INCLUDEPICTURE  “https://i.
pinimg.com/originals/2e/fd/03/2efd0347af513d654464ef-
1d26ec3833.jpg” \d     

*Vowels:  Long & Short

Ɵ  Ē  Ī  Ō  Ū     ă   ĕ   ĭ   ŏ   ŭ

*Minimal Triplets  
Ē    ĭ   Ɵ   
  ă    Ɵ    ĭ
eat   it   ate   
 bat   bait  bit
heat  hit   hate   
sack  sake     sick

ă    ĭ    ĕ
bat   bit   bet
ham   him  hem

*Song:  I Like to Eat, Eat, Eat Apples and Bananas.

Ɵ  Ē  Ī  Ō  Ū     ă   ĕ   ĭ   ŏ   ŭ

There will be a pronunciation section on the final oral exam.

*Next Session:  Music & Politics (Students’ 1-3 minute song 
presentations)

12-2:  Student Song Presentations

*News:  Australian troops are behaving badly in Afghanistan 
according to a new report.

Iranian nuclear scientist was assassinated by terrorists.  Iran 
blames Israel.  Americans speculate that this was done to pre-
vent Pres.-elect Biden from rejoining the Iran nuclear deal.

Outgoing Pres. Trump continues to try to reverse the results 
of the 2020 election.  What are his options to challenge or 
change the results?  1. claiming fraud in the courts, 2. prevent 
individual states from certifying results, 3. send his own “elec-
tors” to the Electoral College.  Does Trump have a chance to 
stay in office?  There has been no sign that he will concede 
defeat.

*Present on your song & answer our questions.

*Music & Politics handout

*Homework:  From the list of your classmates’ songs, rank 
your three favorites and one that you didn’t like.
(i.e. 1. Prom Queen, 2. One Day, 3. Autobiography of a 
Nation, 4. We Are the World).  What is your class’s favorite 
political song?

*Next session:   Money & IPE

12-4:  Money

*News:  Ongoing Australian military scandal in Afghanistan.  
PM retweeted a critical cartoon but changed his tone toward 
China to a more positive one.

*Results of favorite songs vote on Wed. (I will contact you if 
you haven’t sent yours)

*Handout on Money

*Government budgets:  income/revenue (allowance ) & ex-
penses (i.e. as a student, these include room & board, tuition).  
Budgets may be balanced or unbalanced (deficit or surplus).  
If you have deficits again and again, this builds up to an accu-
mulated debt.  This is called a country’s “national debt”.
National debt can be measured in face value/principle, but 
also in the ratio of debt to GDP. 
Fiscally responsible governments try to balance the budged or 
maintain a surplus.
To balance the budget, what can a government do?
(Fiscal policy & monetary policy, parts of macroeconomics)  
Most simply, the government can increase revenues (taxes) 
or decrease spending.
Why not spend the money for the Belt and Road Initiative at 
home?
The USA and China, the two largest economies in the world, 
are said to be “interdependent.”  A goal of the Trump Admin. 
& especially his “trade war” was to “decouple” the two econ-
omies.  
China buys U.S. debt in the form of gov’t bonds.  The USA 
buys Chinese goods.
Why lend money to a developed country like the USA?   If 
China spent the money domestically, the economy would 
“overheat,” and inflation would be very high.  
But isn’t China a poor, developing country?  Where does all 



the money come from?  Chinese citizens have some of the high-
est personal savings rates in the world.

*Next session:  Bond trading game

*Over the weekend, I need to meet with three volunteers to 
explain and prepare the game on Wed.

12-9:  Bond-Trading Game

*News.  The World Bank has approved aid to developing coun-
tries totaling $12 Billion, with more coming to address the 
Covid-19 pandemic.

South Korea may join the new regional trade pact, the CPTPP.

*Review

*Introduction to government bonds (on Money Handout)

*Distribute Game Pieces & Read Instructions.  Record details of 
your starting “portfolio” in the blanks on the score sheet.  De-
cide which assets you want to keep and which ones you want to 
trade.  If you have questions, ask Mikael, Marlon, or Echo.

*Trade your assets with classmates.  Try to speak in English.  
i.e. “What do you want for ___?”  “I’ll give you ___ for ___?”  
“Let’s make a deal.”

*When trading is finished, record details of your final portfolio in 
the blanks on the score sheet.

*Reveal which bonds defaulted and which currencies kept or lost 
the most value.  

*Add up the value of your final portfolio.  Compare with your 
neighbors, the starting $7000, and the value of $7000 in 1990 
after inflation up to 2020.

*Next session:  Describing a person 

12-11:  Describing a Person

*News:  According to UNCF, 2 million children live in areas with 
poor air quality.  Weather events are becoming more severe as 
a result of climate change.

Pres. Xi met w/ Pres. Macron of France about bilateral and 
Sino-European relations.

*Describing a Person Handout

One’s physical features may be more obvious than their person-
alities.

*Example description of a classmate (as will be on your final oral 

exam)

*With a partner, take turns drawing his/her description of 
people in a photograph.
RULES:  Speak in English to one another.
Only one partner gets to see the photo.  Do not take a 
picture of the photo!  If you are drawing, do not try to look at 
the photo.
Take about 10 minutes to describe the photo for your part-
ner to draw.  Start with the basics:  How many people are in 
the picture?  What do they look like?  What are they doing 
(sitting, standing, etc.)?  What’s in the background?  Are 
they holding anything?  What are their facial expressions?

After 5-10 minutes, artists walk around the room and share 
the drawings with your classmates.

Then switch roles from drawing to describing for a second 
picture.  Draw for 5-10 minutes and share again.

*Next session:  Love & Relationships?

12-16:  Love & Relationships

*News:  The U.S. Electoral College made Joe Biden officially 
the president-elect.  He pledged to rejoin the Paris Accord 
on Climate Change, pledged a climate summit in the first 100 
of his term, to reduce carbon emissions.  Vladimir Putin & 
Senate Majority Leader McConnell acknowledged his victory 
(finally, but Trump has still not conceded).

Indian farmer protest against the gov’t.

*Review

*Whoever drew the picture on Fri. will describe one for the 
partner who described the picture on Fri.

*Descriptions Handout:  Sexual Orientation, Personality

*Love & Relationships (Handout...soap operas another year)
KEY for personal questions:  “That’s none of your business.”  
“Mind your own business.”

Next session:  Dreams for the Future.

12-18:  Dreams for the Future

*News:  A nature crossing was built in India over a busy 
highway.

French president Macron was diagnosed with Covid-19 and 
is in quarantine.

Russia has tested new nuclear missiles, which Vladimir Putin 
says can traverse all the world and cannot be stopped by 
U.S. missile defense system.  Russia recently hacked the 



Pentagon.

*Review

*Handout:  Outlooks on life and the world interpreted in a glass 
of water.  Which are you, and how do you know?
Japanese collaborators were opportunists.

*Handout:  Ranking of values.  What is a value, and what is a 
specific goal?  Yours and your classmates’.

*Your “bucket list”:  What are five things you want to do before 
you “kick the bucket”?  Compare and share with your class-
mates.  Which do you think you will or won’t accomplish?
Someday, I’d like to...
If I ever get the chance, (I’d like to...)
I’d be disappointed if I never (got to...)

Next session:  play two (or more) pronunciation games, sched-
ule next small conversation groups

12-23:  Pronunciation Games

*News:   Chinese National Space Administration announced a 
successful satellite launch.  Moon samples have been returned 
from the recent mission.

A famous Harvard scholar of East Asia has died.  Called an “Old 
China Hand” and an “Old Japan Hand,” and “Mr. China” by his 
American students.  Prof. Vogel

The U.S. Navy will review its fleet in Vietnam.  The South China 
Sea is one of a few possible “flash points” to start a war in the 
region.

*Review

*Sit with your teams (1-5) from the midterm review game (the 
winning team gets a fabulous prize when I return to Changc-
hun.).  

*Each team will play each game twice.  The winning team gets 
two points.

*Pronunciation Tic-Tac-Toe:  Say the word in the square you 
want your X or O to be in.  If your pronunciation is correct, your 
X or O goes in the square.  Three Xs or three Os in a row wins 
the game.  In the first two games, repeating the same word can 
replace the X or O.  In games 3-5, no replacements.

*Rhyme Battle.   What is a rhyme?  When do two or more words 
rhyme?   Rhyming words have a different beginning sound but 
the same vowel & ending sound.

*Do these words rhyme or not?    rhyme & time
rhyme & roam        rhyme & right    rhyme & ring
rhyme & sublime    rhyme & rind    rhyme & Rhine

rhyme & rye        

*Rhymes are the basis of poetry诗 and rap music (说唱音
乐）.  In hip-hop culture, two MCs may compete against one 
another in a rap-battle to build themselves up and “diss” their 
opponent.  See, for examples, the movie “8 Mile,” starring 
the hip-hop star Eminem.

*A Rhyme Battle is a simpler version of a rap battle you can 
play with a friend (or two teams in class).  We begin with a 
word, any word that rhymes with at least a few other words.  
Each team takes turns rhyming with it until one team can’t 
think of a rhyming word.  The team that gave the last exam-
ple wins, and the team that can’t think of another one (within 
five seconds) loses.  Please don’t use your phones for this 
(that would be cheating).

New   few   view    review    dew   lieu   grew  

state    estate    bait     late     date    plate    ate    great    
hate   mate    gate   wait   sate    fate   spate   rate  skate

war      nor      more   four   lore   sore  gore poor   store

fight     night     right    tight    light   sight    tonight   
fortnight   might   height   midnight   flight     bite   slight   spite

land    and    band   hand   sand   grand  canned   manned   
panned   

Trump     dump     lump   bump   jump   hump   pump   slump 
stump   rump      

*Next session:  Small conversation groups (same groups and 
times as previously.  I’ll resend the file.)

12-30:  Final Review Game

Sign up for an oral exam appointment.

Sit with your team from the Pronunciation Games & Midterm 
Review Game.

*Give an example.
*Oral exam questions
*Pronunciation set duels
*Dictation

This is our last session together this semester.  Thanks for 
your cooperation and patience, and good luck on your exams!


